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Short-burst year 4 poetry comprehension  Questions

Pre-reading work

Skimming and scanning for information

Match the words to their closest synonym.

Find the words above in the text below and highlight them. 

gallop out loud

tossed run

highway thrown

aloud travelling

riding road 

Windy Nights
By Robert Louis Stevenson 

Whenever the moon and stars are set, 
Whenever the wind is high, 

All night long in the dark and wet, 
A man goes riding by. 

Late in the night when the fires are out, 
Why does he gallop and gallop about? 

Whenever the trees are crying aloud, 
And ships are tossed at sea, 

By, on the highway, low and loud, 
By at the gallop goes he. 

By at the gallop he goes, and then 
By he comes back at the gallop again.
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Summarise

Summarise the text in less than 15 words. 

1. What is the rhyme scheme in the poem? (2 marks) 

6. What mood is created in the poem? How does the poet do this? (2 marks) 

2. What time of day is the poem set? Find two pieces of evidence to support your answer.      

(2 marks) 

4. Personification is when a non-human is given human characteristics. Find an example of 

personification in the poem. (1 mark) 

3. Find and copy two phrases that show the weather is bad. (2 marks) 

5. Why do you think the word “gallop” is repeated? (1 mark)
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A man is out riding on a dark, stormy night. 

AB AB CC

trees are crying aloud

Because a gallop is a repeated action and it creates the rhythm of a horse galloping and 
moving along the road. 

A dark and moody atmosphere is created. The poet does this by describing the dark night 
and the bad weather. 

The poem is set at night. 
Any two of the following pieces of evidence: 
“moon and stars are set”
“All night long”
“Late in the night when the fires are out”

Any two of the following: 
“Whenever the wind is high”
“in the dark and wet”
“trees are crying aloud”
“ships are tossed at sea”
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