
Short-burst year 5 poetry comprehension Questions

Pre-reading work

bear slide

grand squat

crouch shaking

slip magnificent

trembling withstand

Skimming and scanning for information

Find the words above in the text below and highlight them.

Firework Night

by Enid Blyton 

BANG!
What’s that?
Bang-Bang! Oh, Hark,
The guns are shooting in the dark! Little guns and big ones too, Bang-bang-bang!
What shall I do?
Mistress, Master, hear me yelp,
I’m out-of-doors, I want your help.
Let me in - oh, LET ME IN
Before those fireworks begin
To shoot again - I can’t bear that;
My tail is down, my ears are flat,
I’m trembling here outside the door,
Oh, don’t you love me anymore?
BANG!
I think I’ll die with fright
Unless you let me in to-night.
(Shall we let him in, children?)
Ah, now the door is opened wide,
I’m rushing through, I’m safe inside, The lights are on, it’s warm and grand - Mistress, let me lick your hand
Before I slip behind the couch.
There I’ll hide myself and crouch
In safety till the BANGS are done - Then to my kennel I will run
And guard you safely all the night Because you understood my fright. 
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Match the words to their closest synonym.
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Summarise

Summarise the text in less than 15 words. 

1. Who is the narrator of the poem? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
(3 marks) 

2. Find and copy a word that shows the narrator is scared.
(1 mark) 

3. What are the fireworks compared to? Why is this an e�ective comparison?
(2 marks) 

6. Find an example of each poetic feature from the text.
(2 marks) 

alliteration 

onomatopoeia 

4. “Mistress, let me lick your hand”
What does this line suggest about the way the narrator is feeling?
(1 mark)

5. “(Shall we let him in, children?)”
Who do you think is talking in this line and why is it written in brackets?
(2 marks) 



Short-burst year 5 poetry comprehension Answers

Pre-reading work

Skimming and scanning for information

Find the words above in the text below and highlight them.

Firework Night

by Enid Blyton 

BANG!
What’s that?
Bang-Bang! Oh, Hark,
The guns are shooting in the dark! Little guns and big ones too, Bang-bang-bang!
What shall I do?
Mistress, Master, hear me yelp,
I’m out-of-doors, I want your help.
Let me in - oh, LET ME IN
Before those fireworks begin
To shoot again - I can’t bear that;
My tail is down, my ears are flat,
I’m trembling here outside the door,
Oh, don’t you love me anymore?
BANG!
I think I’ll die with fright
Unless you let me in to-night.
(Shall we let him in, children?)
Ah, now the door is opened wide,
I’m rushing through, I’m safe inside, The lights are on, it’s warm and grand - Mistress, let me lick your hand
Before I slip behind the couch.
There I’ll hide myself and crouch
In safety till the BANGS are done - Then to my kennel I will run
And guard you safely all the night Because you understood my fright. 
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bear slide

grand squat

crouch shaking

slip magnificent

trembling withstand
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The narrator is a dog. 

Possible evidence making reference to the fact it is a dog e.g.:  

let me lick your hand

Then to my kennel I will run

And guard you safely

My tail is down, my ears are flat

hear me yelp

A dog is outside and scared of the fireworks so they let him inside. 

trembling 

They are compared to guns. This is e�ective because gunshots are scary and dangerous and the dog

is very scared of the bangs. 

It suggests that the dog is very grateful that the mistress has let him back in. He wants to say thank

you by licking her hand.  

I think it is the mother because it says she asks the children and afterwards the dog wants to lick the

mistress so this shows she is the one who opened the door. It is written in brackets because it is a

di�erent person talking than in the rest of the poem. 

Mistress, Master, 

BANG

Summarise

Summarise the text in less than 15 words. 

1. Who is the narrator of the poem? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
(3 marks) 

2. Find and copy a word that shows the narrator is scared.
(1 mark) 

3. What are the fireworks compared to? Why is this an e�ective comparison?
(2 marks) 

4. “Mistress, let me lick your hand”
What does this line suggest about the way the narrator is feeling?
(1 mark)

5. “(Shall we let him in, children?)”
Who do you think is talking in this line and why is it written in brackets?
(2 marks) 

6. Find an example of each poetic feature from the text.
(2 marks) 

alliteration 

onomatopoeia 


